15.05.2022 - TB's own memorable Pink Day - the second day of the third TB Meet!

All are assembled in the well-arranged hall after lunch, awaiting the remaining entertainment programs. A smiling
anchor walks into the midst of the crowd. "Till now you have been a wonderful audience, encouraging each of the
artists who performed before you. Now | need you all to be the participants. Are you all ready for the show?"
"Yes...." echoed the chorus. "You are not tired after the heavy lunch, are you? Shall we start?" Another "yes...."
boomed within the walls. Thus the anchor took the mass into her hands. Within the next five minutes, she got the
hall divided into four groups, named them, and chose the captains for the teams participating in the movie panel's
quiz. She smartly handled the fun-filled quiz with poise and intermittent tit-for-tat replies.

Yes, today's Talented Banker is none other than,

Arya Rajendran C L
State Bank of India
Vattiyoorkavu Branch

Many events in Arya's life happened a bit too early. She was a premature baby and had to undergo loads of
struggle just to be alive. She believes that the care and prayers of her parents kept their single child alive even in
moments when the doctors attending her lost their hopes. They were the ones who introduced her into this world
as a strong fighter. Her father, N. Rajendran, was a PWD Contractor. By the time Arya was in the 5th grade, he
turned to politics. He served as the Thittamangalam ward member of the Vattiyoorkavu grama panchayat for two
terms in a row and as standing committee chairman. Her mother Lathakumari is a homemaker.

Little Arya has always been a talkative extrovert. She would never ever forget the one who introduced her to the
world of letters with a 'thulasikkathir' on her tongue - Parivrajika Rajamma, a disciple of Vinoba Bhave and the
President of the Vinoba Niketan at Vithura. Arya firmly believes that the blessings of this grandmother have
brought her all the laurels she has ever won.

She did her schooling at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan Senior Secondary School Kodunganoor from LKG to 12th grade.
Another face Arya still holds dear is that of Kumari Hamsa, her first teacher at school. Right in LKG, this smart girl
was awarded the proficiency prize for being the best all-rounder, winning prizes for storytelling, rhyme recitation,
and various sports events. And she continued being the best student in the school all through the 14 years,
winning loads of prizes on the way. She was the Kalathilakam of the school almost every year and won the
proficiency award too many times. As she stepped out of her school, she was awarded the best outgoing girl
student. She was famous for her performances in recitation, elocution, extempore, and essay writing. She won
various prizes in the South zone Sahodaya fests, Bhavans fests, Sameeksha, and other competitions organized by
different schools.

She mentions that there are two events she can never forget. One is - a State-level essay competition was
conducted based on Gandhian thoughts where she won the first prize(cash prize) and was applauded by many.
And the next - a memory she cherishes forever! - was the Chavara fest organized by Christ Nagar School,
Thiruvalla. That was the year the event of the best student-teacher competition was introduced. The 12th grader
Arya went for participating in the same, attired in a saree, and was mistaken for her teacher accompanying the
students of her school for the fest! That itself boosted her confidence - and naturally, she bagged the first prize, in
teaching Mathematics. This award is so precious to her as she had always dreamed of being a teacher.



But the struggles involved in getting a teacher's job prompted her to appear for the Engineering Entrance Exam,
hoping to be a Civil Engineer in the path followed by her father. She was determined to join a college through
merit list alone and missed getting into CET college Tvpm by just one rank. She then chose Applied Electronics and
Instrumentation at the LBS Institute of Technology for women, Poojappura. Around three months into the course,
she came across the SBI Recruitment call with +2 eligibility and appeared for the same with her cousins. The
written exam was in the Christ Nagar School(this school definitely has a role in molding her life) and after the only
job interview, she has ever attended, got selected by the State Bank of India. As she wasn't much keen on Applied
Electronics, she chose to accept the offer. Though she joined the bank with +2 eligibility, she pursued her
graduation and post graduation in Mathematics from the Kerala University through distance education later on.
She was the centre topper in her graduation and the second rank holder in her post graduation.

The biggest challenge she had to face was that her first posting was at Thrissur, quite far from her mother's
embrace. She thankfully remembers the then Regional Manager at Thrissur, Kalyanasundaram sir, and Thrissur
Main Branch Chief Manager, Rosy Devassia madam, who supported her in getting comfortable in Thrissur. She
joined Thrissur CCPC. And with this posting, her second dream of being a Civil Servant too ended - she definitely
couldn't imagine a life away from her family.

There are many friendships she holds dear to her heart from her joining date of 05.01.2009. During the induction
program at the learning center, a magazine was released by the batch in which she had contributed a few entries.
And she was surprised when she found one of her essays got published in the SBI's house magazine, 'Keralam'. She
was so happy to know that the bank encouraged the innate talents of the employees as well. Her eyes glitter with
pride as she recollects that every 'Keralam' magazine of SBI published after 2009 had atleast one entry of hers.

In 2009 she won the 2nd prize in Malayalam Essay Writing competition and the 3rd prize in the English Essay
Writing competition held by the bank. And in 2010, she won the first prize in both competitions.

By late 2010 and early 2011, she got to interact with the bank's staff union and started getting opportunities for
stage presence in various events organized by them. This is how she began her anchoring journey in the bank. In
2016, Arya got a chance to present the Bank day celebration. From then on, she was a prominent anchor for
almost all events conducted by the bank like Bank days, the famous Sargotsavam, various achievers’ meets,
Business meets of the Trivandrum Administrative Office. In 2017, Loknath Behra was the guest for the Bank Day
celebration. He personally congratulated her for her flawless performance.

Now as she looks back, she feels that she is much more satisfied about her decision to join the bank rather than
pursuing her dream career of teaching. She even got a chance to teach as part of training arranged by the bank's
staff union for the substaff promotion to clerical cadre. She was lauded by many for her excellent teaching.

Recently there was a CSR activity organised by the bank which was attended by the Chief Minister of Kerala. She
was shocked to hear that she was applauded a lot through a call from the Chief Minister's office to the PRO. Even
outside the bank she hosts various evwnts like the Lion's club activity and the inaugural session of the society
named 'Music Legends'. She was recognised by them for her exemplary performance. She was also honored in
another of their program as a gesture of appreciation of her talents. Even last month, she was specially recognized
for her compering skills by the National Association of Malayali Artists(NANMA) Trivandrum district members in
one of their programs.

This year, there was an online speech competition organized at Pan India level for lady bankers belonging to all
banks in India, by the South Indian Bank Employees Association, named ‘Shetalks - Unleash the Woman in You’.



Any woman centric topic could be chosen. Arya became the runner up in the most popular talk.

In the span of around 13 years, she has worked in Thrissur CCPC, Trivandrum CCPC, as customer associate at
Valiyamala branch from 2012 to 2015, then at Nettayam branch till 2018, and after in-cadre promotion to Senior
Associate in 2018, at Vattiyoorkavu branch where she still continues.

Arya is married to Sri. Rajath H C, Senior Associate at SBI Administrative Office, Trivandrum and DGS of the State
Bank Staff Union Trivandrum module. They both have joined the bank together. Their family is complete with
Dhwani Rajath, a third grader Kalathilakam who writes short stories and plans to publish a book soon, and three
year old Devansh Rajath. Arya beams as she says that her husband's family - father, N.Hariharan Nair, an ex
serviceman retired from SBT, mother Chandrika Devi and sister Dr. Reshma H C - too have been supportive in all
her pursuits.

We take this opportunity to wish Arya Rajath all success in all her future endeavours and also thank her from the
bottom of our hearts for managing the programs along with other anchors on 15th, and for seamlessly conducting
the movie panel quiz competition, making the event a grand success!

Original English Article : Arya Gayathry , State Bank of India, Pallickal Branch
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